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bring down on them the revenge of the Spaniards after
the departure of the buccaneers.

At this time Providence Island, some distance out
at sea from the coast of Nicaragua, had again been
garrisoned by the English, and served as a most useful
outpost for the buccaneers. Consequently, after the raid
of the three captains, the President of Panama, who was
a vigorous type of Spaniard, resolved to recapture this
island group. He marched across the isthmus quickly
to Porto Bello, and there seized a well-armed English
ship which was lying at anchor in this harbour under a
license to trade in slaves, having just come over from the
west coast of Africa. The President placed 350 Spanish
soldiers on board and sent the vessel over to Cartagena,
on the coast of Colombia, to the Governor of New Grenada.
This officer furnished several other vessels and some
more soldiers, and the united fleet then sailed across
to Providence Island, where the English were summoned
to surrender. A refusal was at first given; the English
fort was at once besieged, and, being manned by only
sixty to seventy men, capitulated. It was said that its
garrison yielded to the Spaniards on the latter agreeing
to send their prisoners in a ship over to Jamaica. This
story may not have been true, though the Spaniards, like
the English, stuck at nothing in the way of deceit when
warring with their enemies. As soon as the English had
laid down their arms they were made prisoners and were
carried over to Porto Bello, where all of them except the
three principal officers were treated with great cruelty.
Thirty-three were chained to the ground in a dungeon
which was only 12 feet by 10 feet. When this kind of
imprisonment had broken their spirit, they were forced
to work in the harbour, standing in water from five in